
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claim:  Proof (“canary in the coal mine”) of man-induced global warming can be found in the recent, 
rapid rise of Antarctic surface temperatures. 
 
Wrong. The temperature history of Antarctica provides  no evidence  for the CO2-induced global 
warming hypothesis.  In fact, it argues strongly against it.  
 
The IPCC, environmentalists, the Media and recent Senate hearings have for years crafted the public 
focus only  on a tiny area of the Antarctic, the Antarctic Peninsula , a mere 2% of the total area  of the 
continent. That little area has experienced a recent natural  warming due to interaction with the Southern 
Ocean. However, the other massive 98%  of the continent has been in a cooling trend  over the last 35 
years in complete defiance of  what the man-made theory of global warming  says should happen. 
 
A major blow to  the CO2-induced global warming hypothesis  comes from the instrumental 
temperature record  of the more recent past.  This setback is manifested in the contradiction  between 
observed and model-predicted  Antarctic temperature trends of the past three decades.  According to 
nearly all climate models, CO2-induced global warming should be most evident in earth's Polar Regions; 
but analyses of Antarctic near-surface and tropospheric air temperatures tell a radically different story . 
 
Update:  According to Turner et al., over the latte r part of the 20th century, i.e., the period of tim e 
that climate alarmists claim was host to the most d ramatic global warming of the past two 
millennia, fully 80% of the Antarctic coastal stati ons with sufficiently long temperature records 
reveal either (1) an intensification of cooling or (2) a reduced rate of warming; while four coastal 
sites and one interior site actually shifted from w arming to cooling. 
 
East Antarctic Ice Sheet.  A summary of several studies suggest that even t he most catastrophic 
warming scenario produced to date by the IPCC would  have little impact on the integrity of the 
East Antarctic Ice Sheet. 
 
Doran et al (2002) report that annual temperatures (1966-2000) have been cooling in 65% of the 
region outside of the Peninsula (2% of land mass).   
 
Antarctica. Comiso (2000) assembled and analyzed Antarctic temperature data obtained from 21 
surface stations  and from infrared satellites  operating since 1979.  They found that for all of 
Antarctica , temperatures had declined by 0.08°C and 0.42°C per decade  respectively, when assessed 
via these two data sets. 
 
McMurdo Dry Valleys.  Doran et al. (2002) examined temperature trends in this area of Antarctica over 
the period 1986 to 2000, reporting a phenomenal cooling rate  of approximately 0.7°C per decade .  
This dramatic rate of cooling, they state, "reflects longer term continental  Antarctic cooling between 
1966 and 2000," with the largest cooling centered around the South Pole and Dome C. In addition, the 
14-year temperature decline  in the dry valleys occurred in the summer and autumn , just as most of 
the 35-year cooling  over the continent as a whole also occurred in the summer and autumn. The 13 
authors laid down a challenge to the climate models which predict polar warming, not the cooling actually 
experienced, "Continental Antarctic cooling, especially the seasonality of cooling, poses challenges to 
models  of climate and ecosystem change." 
 
East Antarctica. Cremer et al. report that nearly all available Antarctic terrestrial and marine records 
show the latest thousand-year  period "is generally marked by distinct cooling  leading to glacial re-
advances, more extensive sea-ice, lower precipitation, and lower bioproductivity." 
 
Interior. Thompson and Solomon (2002) also report a cooling trend  for the interior of Antarctica, while 
sea-ice concentration has increased  and the length of the sea-ice season has increased  over much of 
eastern Antarctica and the Ross Sea." 
 
Sea Ice.  Further evidence that the Antarctic as a whole is in the midst of a cooling trend  comes from 
the study of Watkins and Simmonds (2000). Reporting on trends in a number of Southern Ocean sea ice 
parameters over the period 1987 to 1996, they found statistically significant increases  in sea ice area 
and total sea ice extent, as well as an increase  in sea ice season length since the 1990s .  Combining 
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these results with those from a previous study revealed these trends to be consistent back to at least 
1978.  And in another study of Antarctic sea ice extent, Yuan and Martinson (2000) report that the net 
trend in the mean Antarctic ice edge over the last 18 years has been an equatorward expansion  of 
0.011 degree of latitude per year. 
 

Scientifically, policy advocates have a lot of explaining to do before they can expect whole societies to undergo an economically 
impoverishing culture shift in deference to a theory which appears so patently wrong  on one of its key pillars. 
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