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Changes in the Price of Gasoline and Other Consumer Items

Between 1982-84 and 2005
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expected to increase by 2.5
percent in 2005 and 1.9
percent in 2006 due largely
to weather conditions as
well as continuing
economic growth. Very hot
weather conditions
generated a large increase
in demand in the third
quarter of 2005. Thus, third
and fourth quarter 2005
year-over-year electricity
demand growth rates are
expected to be particularly
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strong, as cooling and heating demands are likely to bethigan in the mild third and
fourth quarters of 2004. Seven out of the ten regions qeceed to show substantial
increases in residential demand for electricity in 2008pared with 2004. Hydroelectric
power availability, which fell somewhat in 2004, is expddteincrease by 3 percent in

2005 nationally, and by 10

percent in 2006.
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